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Mission Statement 
 

St. Wenceslaus Catholic School is a Christ-centered family community committed 
to the intellectual and spiritual formation of our students. We provide a high-quality 
academic program that builds leadership and self-confidence while nurturing a loving 
relationship with God & encouraging service to others. 
 

Philosophy 
 

St. Wenceslaus Catholic School intentionally promotes a Christ-centered 
atmosphere. We create opportunities for students to build relationships with each other 
and for families to connect with the school community. 
 

Faith is the foundation of our mission. It is the guiding force of our school’s 
purpose and existence. We work to develop a relationship with God through 
participation in the rich traditions of our Catholic Church. We teach our students to have 
compassion and empathy for the needs of others and facilitate activities that cultivate a 
serving heart. 
 

Our academic goal is to ignite the intellectual potential of each student. 
Academics are tailored to meet each student’s needs and maximize their learning 
opportunities. Our school challenges and supports students to reach beyond their level 
of comfort so that they may become confident leaders and learners. 
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Personnel 
 

Administration 

Father Eugene Theisen - Interim Principal, Pastor 

Father Joseph Gifford - Parochial Vicar, 8th Grade Theology/History Teacher 

Sherry Hartman - Office Manager 

Joan May - Technologist/Social Media/Yearbook 

Lisa Langfield - Marketing/Alumni/Donor Relations Coordinator 

Faculty 

Kate Mielke - Preschool Director 

Marci Muller - Preschool Teacher 

Tammy Sirek - Preschool Teacher 

Annette Stavos - Preschool Teacher 

Steph Tobias - Preschool Teacher 

Val Kapphahn - Preschool Aide 

Amber Heinz - Preschool Aide 

Tasha Huebl - Preschool Aide 

Brandi Augeson - Kindergarten Teacher 

Courtney Martin - 1st Grade Teacher 

Kathy Giesen - 2nd Grade Teacher 

Amber Crabtree - 3rd Grade Teacher 

Casey English - 3rd Grade Teacher 

Carly Bartholomaus - 4th Grade Teacher 

Colin Smisek - 5th/6th Grade Homeroom, 5th/6th/7th/8th Grade Science Teacher 
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Lori King - 5th/6th Grade English and Literature Teacher 

Emily Shimota - 7th Grade Homeroom, 5th/6th/7th Grade Theology Teacher, 7th/8th​

​ English and Literature Teacher 

Becky Zwirner - 5th/6th/7th/8th Grade Math Teacher 

Bailey Turner - Physical Education Teacher 

Suzanne Eidem - Art Teacher 

Andrey Volvolets - Music Teacher 

Sarah Helms - Geometry Teacher 

Support Staff 

Teresa Rademacher - Health Paraprofessional 

Linda Smisek - Classroom Aide 

Mary Ray Jirik - Classroom Aide 

Bonita Brandel - Classroom Aide 

Meagan Widmer - Classroom Aide, Office Assistant 

Sheena Arias - Office Assistant 

Anita Sirek - Clubhouse Director 

Elaine Howell - Clubhouse Staff 

District 721 Support Staff 

Michelle Redfearn - Special Education Teacher 

Kelsey Weinandt - Speech Language Pathologist 

Julia Tucker - Speech Language Pathologist 

Kitchen 

Pam Glisczinski - Director of Food Services 
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Judy Shambour - Kitchen Assistant 

Bev Wagner - Kitchen Assistant 

Al Sticha - Kitchen Assistant 

Maintenance 

Steve Schmitz - Head of Maintenance 

Paul Maruska - Custodian 
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History of Enrollment 

 Preschool K-8 

2005-2006 0 376 

2006-2007 0 348 

2007-2008 28 321 

2008-2009 18 307 

2009-2010 39 270 

2010-2011 50 252 

2011-2012 39 243 

2012-2013 49 224 

2013-2014 46 224 

2014-2015 34 199 

2015-2016 56 178 

2016-2017 48 195 

2017-2018 42 194 

2018-2019 48 168 

2019-2020 63 150 

2020-2021 53 182 

2021-2022 64 194 

2022-2023 47 206 

2023-2024 52 196 

2024-2025 44 156 
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Curriculum and Instruction 

St. Wenceslaus School provides an excellent opportunity for spiritual, academic, 
and social growth for children from preschool through grade eight. We welcome children 
of all religious backgrounds. Students from surrounding parishes without a Catholic 
school are welcome at St. Wenceslaus. 
 

Established in 1878, our school serves 200 area students in 2024-2025. The 
average class size is 16 students. The school has 10 homeroom classrooms, as well as 
rooms for art, physical education, music and a library. We also have a fully operational 
preschool program with three separate class sections and an after school care program 
for preschoolers and school-age children. 
 

The school day begins at 7:30 AM and ends at 2:25 PM for kindergarten through 
grade 8 students. Preschool sessions are held for half day (9:00-12:00) or full day 
(9:00-3:00). The extended day for preschoolers is open from 7:00 am to 9:00 am and 
then again from 3:00 pm to 5:30 pm every school day. Clubhouse care is available 
every day from 2:30-5:00 PM for students in kindergarten through grade 5.  
 

St. Wenceslaus School is fully accredited in Minnesota through the Minnesota 
Nonpublic School Accreditation Association (MNSAA) for preschool through grade 8. In 
addition, our preschool program is licensed by the Minnesota Department of Education. 
St. Wenceslaus is a STEM-focused school. 
 

Technology is used as a tool within each classroom. Students are taught to 
use various applications and programs in basic curriculum units. SWS is proud to 
supply devices for Preschool through grade 8 students. Laptop computers are available 
to grades 4-8, and iPads are used in Preschool to grade 3. 
 

STEM is a way of life at St. Wenceslaus Catholic School. We operate within the 
parameters of STEM Infusion, meaning that STEM philosophy is incorporated into all 
curricular areas and is not taught as a separate content area. Students are introduced 
to see themselves as positive learners with our growth mindset goals. Every grade level 
does engineering projects, photography and video skills, technology skills, and citizen 
science using the outdoors as a classroom. Students work in collaborative groups often 
and are allowed to try, repeat and try again as they learn. STEM includes creativity, 
collaboration, critical thinking/problem-solving, and communication skills. 
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Middle School 
 

St. Wenceslaus School’s middle school program begins in 5th grade. Middle 
school students are exposed to various academic and enrichment experiences. 
Teachers work in specialized curricular areas. Students are offered various elective 
courses. These elective classes meet the various interests of the students. 
 

Elective Course Options 
 
●​ Football 
●​ Cooking 
●​ Babysitting 
●​ Games 
●​ Yearbook 
●​ German 
●​ Mysteries 

●​ STEM 
●​ Golf 
●​ Sewing 
●​ Careers 
●​ Cards 
●​ Video Making 

 

Co-Curricular Activities 
 

St. Wenceslaus Catholic School offers co-curricular activities for grades 4-8. 
Students in 6-8th grade can also participate in co-curricular activities at New Prague 
Middle School. The co-curricular activities offered at St. Wenceslaus are girls volleyball, 
boys and girls basketball, and piano lessons.  
 

Family Groups 
 

​ Every student gets placed into a group with students from every grade level. The 
eighth-grade students are the leaders of the family groups. These multi-age groups 
work on various activities together each month including art projects, games, bonding 
activities, and more. The family groups solidify the community atmosphere at SWS.  
 

Little Saints Preschool 
 

St. Wenceslaus School preschool program serves 44 students ages 3-5. 
Students one year away from kindergarten are in the 4-5 year old class called 
Pre-kindergarten. PreK students attend a program on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 
or attend five days per week. These students also have the option to come Tuesday and 
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Thursday for Pre-K STEM class. There are two sections of pre-kindergarten. Students 
in the 3-4-year-old program attend on Tuesdays and Thursdays and can choose the 
half-day or the full-day option. Little Saints is fully licensed through the Minnesota 
Department of Human Services. 
 

Clubhouse Extended Day Program 

Clubhouse is an opportunity for families who need after school care. It is open 
from 2:30 PM- 5:30 PM. Clubhouse is available full-time on non-school days and in the 
summer. Clubhouse is a safe and affordable program to meet the needs of working 
school families.  

 

Special Services 
 

As part of our philosophy, St. Wenceslaus School is committed to meeting 
the academic, social, and emotional needs of students. We work with the special 
services team from New Prague Public Schools to assess and serve the unique 
learning needs of students. The services provided are special education (IEP), 
speech/language services (IEP), 504 plans, and intervention plans. The classroom 
teachers are also responsible for implementing accommodations and supporting 
individual learner needs to the best of their ability.  
 

Assessment 
 

St. Wenceslaus School believes an effective assessment system motivates 
students to learn, communicates with stakeholders, promotes school improvement, 
guides instructional decisions, and shares a common vision. Assessment tools and 
practices are varied, ongoing, authentic, and aligned with specific learning targets. 
Regular and descriptive feedback is provided to students, and all parents, to promote 
learning positively. Assessments are used to understand and positively motivate the 
students as individual learners. Information gathered is used to understand the 
relationship between the learner and their progress toward achieving learning goals.  

 

NWEA Testing 
 

Students in grades kindergarten through 8 are tested 3 times during the school 
year. This test measures academic progress and gives individual student information to 
parents and teachers. The tests measure student progress and growth from one test 
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session to the next. This test evaluates the school curriculum, the particular needs of an 
individual, class, or a condition of the entire school. NWEA tests taken are in fall, winter, 
and spring. Students have individual goals for improvement. NWEA gives students 
projected growth based on their ability levels. The goal is for students to move toward 
their projected growth goals as they work on meeting the curriculum standards. The 
following charts show the spring 2025 Math, Reading, and Language assessment 
results. The colors show each class's varied needs, which indeed identifies one of the 
challenges in our school in meeting the needs of all learners. As we compare to the 
tests taken in the fall and the spring, we can see growth and improvement, but we also 
need to set higher goals to bring those students who struggle up to a higher average. 
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2024-2025 Tuition 
 
Preschool 3/4 

●​ 2 half days - $1,534 
●​ 2 full days - $2,296 
●​ Extended care - $7/hour 

 
Pre-Kindergarten 

●​ 3 half days - $2,315 
●​ 5 half days - $3,850 
●​ 3 full days - $3,448 
●​ 5 full days - $5,744 
●​ Extended care - $7/hour 

 
K-8 

●​ Kindergarten - $4,918 
●​ Grade 1 - $5,056 
●​ Grade 2 - $5,152 
●​ Grades 3-8 - $5,318 

 

Fundraising 
 

Required Fundraisers  
●​ Marathon for Nonpublic Education - $100 per preschool child, $200 per K-8 child 
●​ Sweepstakes Tickets - $150 per preschool family, $300 per family 
●​ Fish Fry Tickets - 10 tickets per family 
●​ Pot-O-Gold Tickets - 1 ticket per family 

 
Optional Fundraisers 

●​ Handmade Market 
●​ Starry Night Auction and Dinner 
●​ Golf Tournament  

 
Volunteering Requirements  

 
​ All Saint Wenceslaus School families are required to volunteer at different events 
throughout the year. Preschool families are required to volunteer at one event and K-8 
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families are required to volunteer at two events. They can choose between the Fish Fry, 
Starry Night Auction and Dinner, and the Golf Tournament. 
 

Financial Aid 
 

St. Wenceslaus School is committed to making our school financially accessible 
to everyone. Parents who wish to apply for financial assistance can fill out the online 
application for financial aid through TADS (Tuition Assistance Data Services). TADS 
processes all financial aid information and is strictly confidential. 
 

School Operating Budget 2024-2025 
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School Strategic Plan Goals for 2024-2025 
 
Objective 1: Develop a stronger Catholic Identity in our School Community. 
Strategy 1: Staff will develop a deeper understanding of what it means to be a Catholic 
educator. 

●​ Action Step 1: Look at and update the religion curriculum.  
○​ A committee researched and chose a new curriculum to implement in 

grades K-8 in the fall of 2025. 
●​ Action Step 2: Staff will participate in a bi-annual retreat. 

○​ Staff participated in a retreat during workshop week in the fall and on a 
staff workshop day in the spring. 

●​ Action Step 3: Staff will begin conference days with Mass. 
○​ Staff began conference days with Mass in the fall and spring. 

 
Objective 2: Provide for the Social-Emotional Needs of our Students 
Strategy 1:  Maintain a strong social-emotional learning program 

●​ Action Step 1: A committee of teachers will research an SEL program(s) to 
implement school-wide in case there is a loss of funding for the current program. 

○​ The school decided to continue to fund the current program so there was 
no committee formed or research done. 

 
Objective 3: Elevate Staff Teaching and Learning  
Strategy 2: Focus on student achievement to assess and develop instruction. 

●​ Action Step 1: Teachers will meet with an NWEA trainer in small groups to set 
goals for greater achievement in their classes using the NWEA scores as a 
guide. 

○​ The former principal canceled this training so it did not happen in the 
2024-2025 school year. The school does plan to implement this training in 
the future. 

Strategy 3: Grow in technology and applications. 
●​ Action Step 1: Every classroom teacher will attend at least one learning session 

per year focusing on grade-level STEM concepts to incorporate into daily use. 
This can include local, state, national, or virtual sessions.  

○​ A STEM presenter came to the school to put on a worksop that classroom 
teachers attended.  

●​ Action Step 6: Every teacher will attend a major technology conference within the 
next six years. 

○​ There were not any teachers who attended a major technology conference 
in the 2024-2025 school year. 
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Objective 5: Provide for the continued excellence of SWS 
Strategy 3: Develop a facility update plan. 

●​ Action Step 1:  Update building safety features. 
○​  New door knobs with locks have been placed on each maintenance 

closet. There have been more cameras installed inside and outside of the 
building. There was also a protective, shatter-proof film added to windows 
and doors on the ground floor of the building.  

Strategy 5:  Review and revise emergency procedures. 
●​ Action Step 1: Study and research safety protocols. 

○​ The school had two different interim principals during the 2024-2025 
school year so this task has been pushed back for the new long term 
principal to handle. 
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