
SWS Parent Meeting
February 11, 2025, 6:30 PM



Opening Prayer
Heavenly Father,

We gather in your presence to thank you for our school, and the 
leadership of our pastor and teachers who are guided by Christ in 
educating our children.  

Tonight, we ask that you give us the grace to fill our minds with 
wisdom and gratitude, our hearts with love, and our spirits with 
strength. 

Let us remind ourselves of all the blessings you have given us.  May 
we listen to your call as we strive to follow your Holy will and be 
thankful for the family you have given us.
Amen



Mission Statement

St. Wenceslaus Catholic School is a 
Christ-centered family community, 
committed to the intellectual and spiritual 
formation of our students. We provide a 
high-quality academic program that builds 
leadership and self-confidence while 
nurturing a loving relationship with God and 
encouraging service to others.



► Megan Simon - Chair

► Mike Puncochar - Vice Chair

► Jenny Davis

► John Ingebrand 

► Brianne Jirik

► Kyle Kuehner

► Trent Schieffer

► Jack Stasney

► Paul Tupy

SWS School Advisory Council



Why are we here?

► School Advisory Council Overview

► State of the School 

► Discussion/Questions



School Advisory Council Purpose
► The School Advisory Council exists to provide support 

to the Pastor and Principal and ADVISE on items that 
arise concerning the school

► 9 members serve on the Council for 3 year terms (can 
serve 2 consecutive terms)

► Full Council meets monthly 
○ Subcommittees meeting more often as needed



School Advisory Council Subcommittees

► Planning and Policy- help with accreditation and 
recruiting new committee members

► Facilities and Building- assist with building projects 
(new mass notification system and security 
improvements were recent projects)

► Marketing- plan events to engage families in the 
school community 

► Parish Pastoral Council- represent the school to the 
parish administration



School Advisory Council Subcommittees
► Technology and Endowment- support any technology 

needs and represent the school at the Parish 
Endowment Committee

► Fundraising- support the committees that run the Fish 
Fry, Starry Night and Golf Tournament, work with 
sponsors for advertising banners in the gym

► Budget- maintain 5 year budget, recent focus has been 
on teacher salaries

► School Parent Association- liaison between SAC and 
SPA



School Parent Association
► Jennifer Barber & Katielynn Lusignan – Co-Chairs

► Handmade Market is their largest fundraiser and a very 
successful social event in our community with over 60 vendors. 
Other events include marathon, conference meals for staff, 
Secret Santa Shop, Christmas Angel program, student treats on 
St. Nick’s day, St. Valentine’s day and St. Patricks day and going 
big for staff during the entire Teacher & Staff Appreciation Week!

► Fundraising profits go back to school. Some of this years funds 
will go to new stools for the art room. They also have a new 
intake form for teacher requests for classroom items they desire.

► Always happy to include new members! Contact the school office 
or the co-chair, Jen, if you are interested in joining or attending a 
meeting.



State of the School
Accomplishments in 2024

► MSAA Accreditation has been completed and we are accredited 
for the next 7 years

► New clocks and Mass notification system were implemented

► Hired a dedicated kindergarten aide, Preschool Director, front 
desk support

► St. Wenceslaus School Endowment has raised over $426,000 
(distributions are used for tuition assistance)

► Marathon surpassed fundraising goal



Principal Search Update

► Search Committee will be conducting interviews in the 
coming weeks

► Top qualities desired from survey results:
○ Demonstrates competence and commitment to lead a 

school of academic rigor, integration and student 
achievement in the Catholic Intellectual Tradition

○ Develops and maintains effective partnerships with parents 
and families

○ Exemplifies passion for the mission of Catholic education 
and provides a credible witness of Catholic Faith

○ Effectively supervises, motivates, forms, retains faculty and 
staff capable of advancing the mission of the school

State of the School



State of the School

Tuition for 2025-26

► Tuition will be $5,478

► Kindergarten Enrollment, Multi-Child and New Family 
discounts all remain in place

► Letter with details of tuition, discounts and re-enrollment 
was sent out via email and home with students

► Approximate cost to educate a student is $8,000/year - we 
rely on fundraising, parish subsidies and donations to cover 
the gap



State of the School
Updates 

► Catholic Schools Week was a blast- Talent Show, Skateville, 
Special Guest Bingo and family group time

 
► Fish Fry is March 7

○ New this year- tickets are billed on your TADS account, 
submit money to the office and a refund will be issued

► Starry Night Auction is March 15
○ Planning is fully underway
○ Event will be held at Ridges at Sand Creek



State of the School
Heard from Teachers

► “The families here are truly like no other and they 
make us feel appreciated so often!” 

►  “Sherry is such a great resource and keeps everything 
feeling like a normal school year despite not having a 
principal.”

► “I have built very strong relationships with my students 
this year and the kids all seem really close with each 
other too. Our class really is a family!”



State of the School
Classroom Updates 

► Junior High has electives going on right now
○ Choices are foods, STEM, German, yearbook and 

mysteries

► Students are engaged and are genuinely excited to learn 
new things

► NWEA scores had big growth in reading and math

► Classes are celebrating I Love to Read Month with reading 
activities and a Read-a-Thon 



State of the School

Theology and History Curriculum Update 

► Whole school got new religion curriculum this year 
(purchased with funds from Spirit of St. Wenceslaus 
fund)

► Father Gifford is here to give more details on the middle 
school curriculum



Open Discussion

► We welcome questions and concerns, but we ask that 
the discussion stays focused on a solution

► Any student-specific questions or concerns should be 
addressed directly with the teacher or Father at a 
separate time



Thank you!

If you have any additional questions, concerns or 
thoughts after this meeting, please contact:

Fr. Eugene Thiesen – Pastor/Interim Principal 

eugene.theisen@npcatholic.org

Megan Simon – School Advisory Council Chair 

megan.simon@swsaints.org 

Mike Puncochar – School Advisory Council Vice-Chair 
mike.puncochar@swsaints.org

mailto:megan.simon@swsaints.org
mailto:mesimon89@gmail.com

